ELECTRIC VEHICLES

otential power source
for not only vehicles, but also some other components.

John Challen investigates their possible use in tail-lifts

ollowing the COP26

conference, the world is

looking for plans, solutions and

ideas that will make the world

a cleaner and more sustainable
place. In transport and logistics, the big
push has come from the government'’s
plan to reach net zero. Specifically, this
status will only be reached, say those in
charge, if all vehicles - including trucks -
are running on fossil-free fuels by 2050.

Getting the vehicles required to run

on battery power could be argued to
be the easy (or, at least, easier) part.
Equipping these big trucks with the
necessary range required is another
matter.

d to ease environmental concerns
r use of conventional products.

he lift used Palfinger's E-Drive
inder, which was described as
ducing cleaner energy than
ventional products. It also enabled
to 63% of the energy used to be
overed during loading

unloading.

t the time, it was reported that

e units in operation completed

r 30,000 cycles in nine months.

re favourable service intervals

the use of maintenance-free
ponents (no need for oil additions/

www.transport

changes)
were keys

TR to achieving

these figures. Butthe
transport industry - like many
others - is quite a conservative

one, where development can move
at a pedestrian pace. Since Palfinger
announced the MBB C1000 E lift, there
doesn't seem to be any evidence of
the technology behind it being used
in other products, or any updates to
the existing item. Despite numerous
queries, the manufacturer remains
tight-lipped.

RENEWABLE RESURGENCE
Elsewhere, other companies have
made steps into the world of electric
tail-lifts - one example being Marshall
Fleet Solutions. Through the company’s
recent renewables division, a hybrid




“One of the first projects that
on the vehicle. Typically,
discussion about running oth

power system has been added to

its portfolio. The Titan technology is
capable of providing power to different
applications onboard trucks. Within
the new division, a team of people

has been looking into electrification
options and ways in which it - and the
wider industry as a whole - can move
away from fossil fuels.

The Titan hybrid system (pictured
left) combines power produced from
lightweight, high-power solar panels,
with a kinetic energy recovery system.
This recovery unit converts braking
energy into electrical energy, which is
stored - along with the solar energy - in
long-life lightweight lithium batteries.

“One of the first projects that the
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